
 Fourth Sunday of Advent-Love 
 December 18, 2022 
 Christmas Pageant 

 PRELUDE  Pastorale  Bach 

 WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                             Rev. Christopher Lyman Waldron 

 CALL TO WORSHIP - LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES                       Stiffler Family 
 “Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19) 

 What does love feel like in the new world? 

 Love feels like being known. 
 Love feels like seeing one another. 
 Love feels like knowing I am a sacred piece of a magnificent whole. 
 Love feels like acceptance and gratitude. 
 Love feels like abundance 

 Advent is the beginning of this new world, a better world, where you, and me, and all of 
 God’s creation are treasured and beloved. 
 May it be so. 
 (fourth advent candle is lit) 

 RESPONSE  #128, One Candle  is Lit (verse 4) 
 Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play, where evil is banished and faith takes 
 the day, A babe in a manger to fool the world’s eyes. One candle is lit for God’s loving 
 surprise. 

 *PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 God of love – Ferocious love, fierce love, unending love, everlasting love – 
 We gather together in this place with gratitude for the ways your love has 
 called us out of darkness and into your story. We are witnesses and 
 participants, standing in awe of your work. In our own time revive it; in our 
 own time make it known. Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel. Stir up your spirit 
 in this place. Give us life, and we will call on your name as we come together 
 with you in spirit and in truth. Amen.  (Inspired by  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19) 

 CALL TO PRAYER 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Please Lord, we also pray for: Those suffering from the effects of flooding, fires and war; 
 healing and comfort for Olive Barrett, Marcia Bibeault,  John Glore, Michael Martens, 



 Bev Poole, and Lois Walsh.  “Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
 name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
 us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
 debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 
 is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.” Amen. 

 PRAYER RESPONSE  #127 Creator of the Stars  of Night vs. 4 

 CALL TO OFFERING 

 *DOXOLOGY                                                                                                  PLEADING SAVIOR 
 Christians all, your Lord is coming, calling you to serve in deed. See the ones who hurt 
 and suffer, hear their cry and act with speed. Set all selfish ways behind you. Purge 
 your hearts of sinful greed. Alleluia, Alleluia! Christ in you will meet their need. 

 *UNISON OFFERING PRAYER 
 We dedicate these gifts that have been shared for the fortification of the 
 beloved community. Let these gifts do justice in the world so that all may 
 know they are loved by God. Amen. 

 SCRIPTURE                                                                                                           Sam Griesmer 
 Isaiah 7:13-16 
 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals 
 that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
 young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. He shall 
 eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
 whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

 Pop-Up  Pageant 

 Introduction 

 Narrator 1:  Each year we celebrate Christmas - and  we tell this story of a 
 moment when the human and the divine come together. We focus on this 
 moment where the fullness of God enters into history in the form of a vulnerable 
 baby born to a poor, teenage mother in a dirty animal stall. Often children act out 
 this story of Jesus’ birth in a pageant with all of its drama, costumes, and props. 
 The truth is that if we’re seeking Christ then we’re all part of the story. We all can 
 claim a place in this birth and the magic. Adults have their hearts warmed by 
 seeing children taking part in this story and children can see adults being a part 
 of it as well. It’s something that we have the opportunity to share together. 
 And so this morning is one glimpse at the Christmas that we might anticipate in 
 God’s Kingdom Family. 



 Narrator 2:  The birth of Jesus took place like this: 

 His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. This is Mary and 
 Joseph. 

 (Mary and Joseph walk up to the front center of the sanctuary) 

 Before they had been married, Joseph discovered Mary was pregnant. (It was by 
 the Holy Spirit, but he didn't know that.)  Joseph was alarmed, but didn’t want to 
 harm Mary, so he decided to call off the marriage quietly so that she would not be 
 disgraced. 

 (Joseph walks away from Mary to the front right of the sanctuary) 

 While he was trying to figure a way out of the wedding, he had a dream. 

 Angels come up to the front right of the sanctuary 
 Narrator 2:  God's angel spoke to him: 

 Archangel: Joseph, son of David, don't hesitate to get married. 

 Angels: Do not be afraid! 

 Archangel: Mary's pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God's Holy Spirit 
 has made her pregnant.  She will bring a son to birth, and when she 
 does, you, Joseph, will name him Jesus - 'God saves' - because he will 
 save his people in their brokenness." 

 Narrator 1:  This would finally bring what the prophets  had predicted half a 
 century before:  Watch for this - a virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; They 
 will name him Emmanuel -"God is with us".  Then Joseph woke up. He did 
 exactly what God's angel had told him to do. 

 Angels return to their seats 
 Joseph returns to the center with Mary 



 Journey 

 Narrator 2:  About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken 
 throughout the Empire. All of the men, along with their families, had to travel to 
 their own ancestral hometown to be accounted for.  So Joseph went from the 
 Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David's town, for the 
 census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there.  Mary went with him too, 
 while she was pregnant. It was a long journey - it took almost a week to walk 
 there. Not long after they arrived, the time came for her to give birth. She gave 
 birth to a son, her firstborn. There was no place to stay in the inn, so they took 
 shelter in a barn. 
 Animals make their respective animal noises as they come to the front of the 
 sanctuary 

 Narrator 1:  Mary wrapped him in a blanket and laid  him in a manger - a feeding 
 trough.  They named the baby Jesus. Tradition has it that the first attendants of 
 baby Jesus were the cattle lowing in the stable. 

 Animals each make their respective animal noises LOUDLY! Then animals 
 return to their seats. 

 Shepherds meet the Angels 

 Shepherds and sheep come to the front right of the sanctuary 

 Narrator 1:  There were shepherds camping in the neighborhood.  They had set 
 night watches over their sheep. 

 Sheep:  Baaah! Baaah! Baaaaaaaaaaaaah! 

 Angels come back up to the front right of the sanctuary 

 Narrator 1:  Suddenly, God's angel stood among them  and God's glory blazed 
 around them. They were terrified. The angel said, 

 Angels: "Do not be afraid! 

 Archangel: We’re here to announce a great and joyful event that is 
 meant for everyone, all over the world: A Savior has just been born in 
 David's town, a Savior who is the Messiah. This is what you're to look 
 for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger." 

 Narrator 2:  At once the angel was joined by a huge  angelic choir singing God's 
 praises: 

 Angels: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, Peace to all God’s people 
 on earth! 

 #150 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (vs. 1-2) 



 Narrator 2:  As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the shepherds talked it 
 over. 

 Angels return to their seats 

 Shepherds: "Let's get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for 
 ourselves what God has revealed to us." 

 Sheep: “Baaah!” 

 Narrator 2:  They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw the 
 baby lying in the manger.  Seeing the family with the newborn child, they 
 believed. They told everyone they met what the angels had said about the child. 

 Shepherds: We’ve met the Savior, the Messiah, born as a baby in 
 Bethlehem! 

 Narrator 1:  All who heard the shepherds were impressed.  The sheepherders 
 returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they had heard 
 and seen. It turned out exactly the way they'd been told! 

 Shepherds dance back to their seats, whooping and giving their best dance 
 moves! 

 #151 THE FIRST NOEL (vs 1-2) 

 The Magi 

 Narrator 1:  Bethlehem was in the territory of Judah.  At the time that he was 
 born, Herod was the king - a band of Magi, scholarly royalty, arrived in Jerusalem 
 from the East. 

 Kings/Magi walk to the front left of the sanctuary 
 Star walks up to the front right side of the sanctuary 

 Narrator 1:  They asked around, 

 Kings/Magi: "Where can we find and pay homage to the newborn 
 King of the Jews? We observed a star in the eastern sky over there 
 (point to the star) 

 Star: (jump up and down waving arms) I’m big and bright over here in 
 the night sky! 

 Kings/Magi: That star signaled the Messiah’s birth. We're on 
 pilgrimage to worship him." 



 Narrator 2:  When word of their inquiry got to Herod, he was terrified - and not 
 Herod alone, but many in Jerusalem as well.  Herod lost no time. He gathered all 
 the high priests and religious scholars in the city together and asked: 

 Everyone: "Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?" 

 Narrator: They told him, 

 Kings/Magi: "Bethlehem, in the territory of Judah. The prophet 
 Micah wrote it plainly: It's you, Bethlehem, in Judah's land, no longer 
 a place with no consequence. From you will come the leader who will 
 shepherd and rule my people, my Israel." 

 Narrator 1:  Herod then arranged a secret meeting with the scholars from the 
 East. Pretending to be as devout as they were, he got them to tell him exactly 
 when the birth-announcement star appeared. Then he told them the prophecy 
 about Bethlehem, and said, "Go find this child. Leave no stone unturned. As soon 
 as you find him, send word and I'll join you at once in your worship." Instructed 
 by the king, they set off. 

 Magi follow the star around the sanctuary 

 Narrator 2:  They followed the star until it hovered  over the place of the child. 

 Star goes up the steps to the pulpit and then waves arms and points them 
 toward where Mary, Joseph, and Jesus are. 

 Narrator 2:  They could hardly contain themselves:  They were in the right place! 
 They had arrived at the right time! They entered the house and saw the child in 
 the arms of Mary, his mother. Overcome, they kneeled down and worshiped him. 
 Then they opened their luggage and presented gifts: gold, frankincense, myrrh. In 
 a dream, they were warned not to report back to Herod. So they worked out 
 another route, left the territory without being seen, and returned to their own 
 country. 

 Kings/Magi Leave the front of the sanctuary and walk around to exit at the 
 back 

 #172 WE THREE KINGS vs 1 and 2 



 Narrator 1:  The scripture and the tradition have it that there were many who 
 came to visit Jesus as a baby, just as we visit Jesus each year through celebration 
 and pageant. 

 Narrator 1: The Angels say: 
 The angels: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” 
 Narrator 1: The shepherds say: 
 The shepherds: “Let’s go to see the child” 
 Narrator 1: The animals say: 
 The animals: (Noises) “Baaaahh, moooooo, oink… neigh…!” 
 Narrator 1: The Magi say: 
 The magi: “We observed a star in the eastern sky!” 
 Narrator 1: We all say together: 
 Everyone: “Let us welcome Christ into our lives!” 

 The Magnificat 
 Narrator 2:  But Mary kept all these things in her  heart, holding them dear, deep 
 within herself. And in this time of advent, as we prepare for the birth of Christ 
 among us and in our hearts, we hold this moment in close reflection as well. Mary 
 sung praises to God for what she had been a part of. We repeat her words 
 together, preparing for Christ’s birth: 

 Left side  of Sanctuary: 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for God has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

 and holy is God’s name. 

 Right side  of the Sanctuary: 
 God’s mercy is for those who fear the Lord 

 from generation to generation. 
 The Lord has shown strength with a mighty arm; 

 and has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 The Lord has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

 and lifted up the lowly; 

 Left  : The Lord has filled the hungry with good things, 

 Right:  and sent the rich away empty. 

 Left:  The Lord has helped the servant Israel, in remembrance of God’s 
 mercy, 



 Right:  according to the promise God made to our ancestors, to 
 Abraham and Sarah and to their descendants, 

 All: To all of us, forever and ever” 

 #162 WHAT CHILD IS THIS (all three verses) 

 POSTLUDE  O Come, O Come Emmanuel  Andrew  Welch 

 USHERS 
 Mike Morissery and Andy Marcoux 

 COFFEE HOUR 
 CC Officers 

 ***** 
 ALTAR FLOWERS 

 In memory of Margaret and Stuart Skinner, 
 by Marion Hornblower. 

 ***** 
 A SERVICE OF LESSONS and CAROLS 

 Sunday, December 18th, 3:00PM 
 Get into the holiday spirit with the Allin Choir, Andrew, & guests. This joyous service 
 will feature musical selections that combine seasonal favorites with a mix of choral 
 masterworks, and is sure to become a cherished part of your holiday seas 

 ***** 

 CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 Dec. 18  th  Fourth Sunday of Advent-Peace 
 Worship at 9:45 AM 
 Christmas Pageant 

 Dec. 18  th  3-4PM Concert of Carols 

 Christmas Eve 
 4:30PM Family Friendly Worship 

 10:00 PM Candlelight Service 
 with Brass Ensemble 



 Christmas Day 
 Watch our recorded  Lessons & Carols 

 through our Facebook page: 
 https://www.facebook.com/allinchurch/live 

 Our lessons & Carols  are also available for viewing on 
 Facebook anytime after the service. 

 “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.’ 
 Luke 2:11 

 The office will be closed Monday December 26th. 

 ***** 

 MISSIONS MINISTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP 

 The Missions Ministry is hoping to assist Hashmat, the father of our family from 
 Afghanistan, who is seeking part time employment to supplement his other part time 
 employment. If you know of any positions available, please contact Hashmat's advocate, 
 our own Judy Raymond  617/477/4375.  Hashmat has an Afghanistan BA in Business 
 Administration, with a green card obviously, he is a willing worker, speaks several 
 languages, and his English is fluent.  He is currently employed part time at Logan 
 Airport at a new cargo airline. He is working on obtaining a driver’s license .  A 
 week-end position would fit nicely with his current employer. 

 Thank you.  Hashmat says " no job is beneath me at this point in my life." 

 ***** 

 From BREAD and CUP to FAITH and GIVING 

 The Stewardship Theme for this year's Stewardship season is “From Bread and Cup to 
 Faith and Giving.” The theme connects God’s generosity and our stewardship.  We join 
 you in the hope of creating a culture of generosity that touches every person in our 
 church. Giving is where we find the true meaning and purpose for our lives. 

 Pledges for 2023 may be placed in the Joash Chest, through our church website 
 (www.allinchurch/  donate.org  ), email Lori at Lori@allinchurch.org,  calling the church 
 office at 781-326-5050 or dropped off at the church office. 

 Thank you to everyone who have kept their 2022 pledge up to date. Since we are now in 
 December, pledges should be almost or at 100% fulfilled. By fulfilling your pledge this 
 month, it will be included in our Annual Stewardship Report for 2022. If there are any 

https://www.facebook.com/allinchurch/live
http://donate.org/


 questions or changes to your pledge, please email Lori or call her at 781-326-5050 on 
 Wednesdays, 9am-12N 
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