
 Third Sunday of Advent-Joy 
 Christmas Pageant 
 December 12, 2021 

 This week's service will be LIVESTREAM on Facebook AND 
 Offered IN PERSON AT ALLIN CHURCH!! (COVID protocol will be in place) 

 PRELUDE  O Come O Come Emmanuel 

 WELCOME                                                                            Rev. Christopher Lyman Waldron 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  McNamee Family 
 One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 All: those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined. 
 One: Week by week, the light grows stronger and brighter, as we anticipate the coming 
 Christ. Already we have lit the candles of Hope and Love. (Two purple candles are lit.) 
 Today, we also light the candle of Joy. (The pink candle is lit.) The rosy color of this 
 candle sticks out, reminding us that the promise of healing, comfort, freedom, and spirit 
 is good news that is meant to be shared! 
 All: Rejoicing in the mercy and justice of our God, we kindle this flame. 
 Together, we lift our hearts and voices in songs of joy. 

 RESPONSE  One Candle is Lit  (verse 3)  #128 
 Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth. Join angels in dancing from heaven 
 to earth. Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. 
 One candle is lit for the joy of these days. 

 PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Unison) 
 The coming of our Lord is near, and we wait in joyful expectation. Draw 
 close, Jesus the one that we place our hope in. Shed your light on all that is 
 filled with darkness. The coming of our Lord is near. We wait with our 
 hearts filled, seeking true joy. Draw close, God’s beloved child, and teach us 
 the wonder of your all embracing love. 

 *HYMN  Awake, Awake, and Greet  the New Morn                               #  138 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Please Lord, we also pray for: Those suffering from the effects of flooding, fires and war; 
 healing and comfort for Louise Baker, Olive Barrett, Marcia Bibeault, John Glore, 
 Michael Martens, Lois Walsh, & Jordy Writer. 

 We pray in the name of your son Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, saying . . .  “Our 
 Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 



 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
 power and the glory forever.” Amen. 

 CALL TO OFFERING 

 UNISON OFFERING PRAYER 
 In this moment of worship we seek your presence in this time of Advent. In 
 this moment of prayer we proclaim again Your purpose for the world, O 
 God, and we offer You our resources. In this moment of giving we hear 
 Your call and we offer You ourselves. Use that which we bring together 
 today – all that we have and all that we are - to touch the world with the 
 Christmas message you have for us: God is love. God is with us. God will 
 never leave us. 

 In  stant Pageant 

 Introduction 

 Narrator 1:  Each year we celebrate Christmas - and  we tell this story of a 
 moment when the human and the divine come together. We focus on this 
 moment where the fullness of God enters into history in the form of a vulnerable 
 baby born to a poor, teenage mother in a dirty animal stall. Often children act out 
 this story of Jesus’ birth in a pageant with all of its drama, costumes, and props. 
 The truth is that if we’re seeking Christ then we’re all part of the story. We all 
 have a place in this birth and the magic. Adults have their hearts warmed by 
 seeing children taking part in this story and children can see adults being a part 
 of it as well. It’s something that we do together. 

 And so this morning is one glimpse at the Christmas that we might anticipate in 
 God’s Kingdom Family. 

 Narrator 2:  The birth of Jesus took place like this: 

 His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. Before they came to the 
 marriage bed, Joseph discovered she was pregnant. (It was by the Holy Spirit, but 
 he didn't know that.)  Joseph, chagrined but noble, determined to take care of 
 things quietly so Mary would not be disgraced.  While he was trying to figure a 
 way out of the wedding, he had a dream. 

 Angels come up to the front of the sanctuary 
 Narrator 2:  God's angel spoke to him: 



 Angel: "Joseph, son of David, don't hesitate to get married. Mary's 
 pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God's Holy Spirit has made her 
 pregnant.  She will bring a son to birth, and when she does, you, 
 Joseph, will name him Jesus - 'God saves' - because he will save his 
 people in their brokenness." 

 Narrator 1:  This would finally bring what the prophets  had predicted half a 
 century before:  Watch for this - a virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; They 
 will name him Emmanuel -"God is with us".  Then Joseph woke up. He did 
 exactly what God's angel had told him to do. 

 Angels return to their seats 

 Journey 

 Narrator 2:  About that time Caesar Augustus ordered  a census to be taken 
 throughout the Empire. All of the men, along with their families, had to travel to 
 their own ancestral hometown to be accounted for.  So Joseph went from the 
 Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David's town, for the 
 census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there.  Mary went with him too, 
 while she was pregnant. It was a long journey - it took almost a week to talk there. 
 Not long after they arrived, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a 
 son, her firstborn. There was no place to stay in the inn, so they took shelter in a 
 barn. 

 Animals make their respective animal noises as they come to the front of the 
 sanctuary 

 Narrator 1:  Mary wrapped him in a blanket and laid  him in a manger - a feeding 
 trough.  They named the baby Jesus. Tradition has it that the first attendants of 
 baby Jesus were the cattle lowing in the stable. 

 Animals each make their respective animal noises LOUDLY! Then animals 
 return to their seats. 

 Shepherds meet the Angels 

 Shepherds and sheep come to the front of the sanctuary 

 Narrator 1:  There were shepherds camping in the neighborhood.  They had set 
 night watches over their sheep. 

 Sheep:  Baaah! 

 Angels come back up to the front of the sanctuary 

 Narrator 1:  Suddenly, God's angel stood among them and God's glory blazed 
 around them. They were terrified. The angel said, 



 Angels: "Don't be afraid. I'm here to announce a great and joyful 
 event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been 
 born in David's town, a Savior who is Messiah. This is what you're to 
 look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger." 

 Narrator 2:  At once the angel was joined by a huge  angelic choir singing God's 
 praises: 

 Angels: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, Peace to all God’s people 
 on earth! 

 #150 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (vs. 1-2) 

 Narrator 2:  As the angel choir withdrew into heaven,  the shepherds talked it 
 over. 

 (Angels return to their seats) 

 Shepherds: "Let's get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for 
 ourselves what God has revealed to us." 

 Sheep: “Baaah!” 

 Narrator 2:  They left, running, and found Mary and  Joseph, and they saw the 
 baby lying in the manger.  Seeing the family with the newborn child, they 
 believed. They told everyone they met what the angels had said about the child. 

 Shepherds: We’ve met the Savior, the Messiah, born as a baby in 
 Bethlehem! 

 Narrator 1:  All who heard the shepherds were impressed.  The sheepherders 
 returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they had heard 
 and seen. It turned out exactly the way they'd been told! 

 Shepherds give their best dance moves! 

 #151 THE FIRST NOEL (vs 1-2) 

 Shepherds return to their seats 

 The Magi 

 Narrator 1:  Bethlehem was in the territory of Judah.  At the time that he was 
 born, Herod was the king - a band of Magi, scholarly royalty, arrived in Jerusalem 
 from the East. 

 Kings/Magi walk to the left side of the sanctuary 

 Narrator 1:  They asked around, 



 Kings/Magi: "Where can we find and pay homage to the newborn 
 King of the Jews? We observed a star in the eastern sky that signaled 
 his birth. We're on pilgrimage to worship him." 

 Narrator 2:  When word of their inquiry got to Herod,  he was terrified - and not 
 Herod alone, but many in Jerusalem as well.  Herod lost no time. He gathered all 
 the high priests and religious scholars in the city together and asked, "Where is 
 the Messiah supposed to be born?" They told him, 

 Kings/Magi: "Bethlehem, in the territory of Judah. The prophet 
 Micah wrote it plainly: It's you, Bethlehem, in Judah's land, no longer 
 a place with no consequence. From you will come the leader who will 
 shepherd and rule my people, my Israel." 

 Narrator 1:  Herod then arranged a secret meeting with  the scholars from the 
 East. Pretending to be as devout as they were, he got them to tell him exactly 
 when the birth-announcement star appeared. Then he told them the prophecy 
 about Bethlehem, and said, "Go find this child. Leave no stone unturned. As soon 
 as you find him, send word and I'll join you at once in your worship." Instructed 
 by the king, they set off. 

 Magi follow the star to the front of the sanctuary 

 Narrator 2:  Then the star appeared again, the same  star they had seen in the 
 eastern skies. It led them on until it hovered over the place of the child. They 
 could hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! They had arrived 
 at the right time! They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, 
 his mother. Overcome, they kneeled down and worshiped him. Then they opened 
 their luggage and presented gifts: gold, frankincense, myrrh. In a dream, they 
 were warned not to report back to Herod. So they worked out another route, left 
 the territory without being seen, and returned to their own country. 

 Kings/Magi Leave the front of the sanctuary and walk around to exit at the 
 back 

 #172 WE THREE KINGS vs 1 and 2 

 Little Drummer Boy 

 Narrator 1:  The scripture and the tradition have it  that there were many who 
 came to visit Jesus as a baby, just as we visit Jesus each year through celebration 
 and pageant. 



 The angels: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” 
 The shepherds: “Let’s go to see the child” 
 The animals: (Noises) “Baaaahh, moooooo, oink… neigh…!” 
 The magi: “We observed a star in the eastern sky!” 

 Narrator 2  : And we imagine even children who would  play drums for the baby 
 Jesus. We invite everyone into the story. Just like them we offer what we have to 
 the Christ child. 

 children get out their drums and play them at the front while we sing 

 LITTLE DRUMMER BOY 

 Come they told me - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 A newborn King to see - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 Our finest gifts we bring - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 To lay before the king - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 Rum pum pum-pum - Rum pum pum-pum 
 So to honor Him - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 When we come 

 Little baby - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 I am a poor boy too - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 I have no gift to bring - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 That's fit to give our King - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 Rum pum pum-pum - Rum pum pum-pum 
 Shall I play for you - Pa rum pum pum-pum 
 On my drum 

 Mary and Joseph 
 Narrator 2:  Mary kept all these things in her heart,  holding them dear, deep 
 within herself. And in this time of advent, as we prepare for the birth of Christ 
 among us and in our hearts, we hold this moment in close reflection as well. Just 
 as she sung praises to God for what she had been a part of. We repeat her words 
 together, preparing for Christ’s birth: 

 Left side  of Sanctuary: 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for God has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

 and holy is God’s name. 



 Right side  of the Sanctuary: 
 God’s mercy is for those who fear the Lord 

 from generation to generation. 
 The Lord has shown strength with a mighty arm; 

 and has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 The has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

 and lifted up the lowly; 

 Left  : The Lord has filled the hungry with good things, 

 Right:  and sent the rich away empty. 

 Left:  The Lord has helped the servant Israel, in remembrance  of God’s 
 mercy, 

 Right:  according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  to 
 Abraham and to his descendants, 

 All: To all of us, forever and ever” 

 #162 WHAT CHILD IS THIS (all three verses) 

 Reflection - Rev. Chris Lyman Waldron 

 Closing Hymn - #119 O Come O Come Emmanuel (vs 1, 2, 4) 

 POSTLUDE  O Holy Night 

 ****** 
 This Sunday’s Ushers 

 Gail Palmer & Jane Crandall 

 THE USHERS WILL  NOT  BE PASSING AROUND THE OFFERING  PLATES. 
 OFFERING PLATES ARE AT BOTH ENTRANCES. 

 STEWARDSHIP REMINDER 

 Please remember to turn in your pledge card by placing it in the Joash 
 Chest or mailing it in to the church. Pledge cards are available in the 
 Narthex, the Bullard St entrance and in the church office. The Joash Chest 
 will be left out in the sanctuary until December 26. If there are any 
 questions, please contact Lori at the church (781-326-5050) from 9AM-12N 
 on Mondays or email her at  loriallinweb@gmail.com  . 



 Advent & Christmas Services 
 Dec. 19th Fourth Sunday of Advent-Peace 

 9:45 AM on-line & in person 
 Dec. 19th - Concert of Carols 3PM 

 Dec. 24th 
 Family Service 4:30PM 

 Candlelight Service 10PM 

 Compline with Korte every Tuesday @ 7PM in the Sanctuary. 

 PLEASE sign the white contact sheet in the pews on Sundays. 
 We need this for contact tracing. Thank you! 

 We will have a light Coffee Hour in the Stage Room after Worship. 

 Seasoned oak wood (pick-up truck load) $100.00 delivery included. 
 First come first served! 

 Please contact the church office 781-326-5050 or allinchurch@gmail.co  m 

 Allin Congregational Church, UCC 
 Info 

 allinchurch@gmail.com 
 Phone number: 781-326-5050 
 Website:  www.allinchurch.org 

 Rev. Christopher Lyman Waldron, Interim Minister 
 Andrew J. Welch, Director of Music 

 Kelsey Raymond 
 Director of  Technology 

 (Kelsey is responsible our Zoom, FB, youtube services) 
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