
THIRD WEEK OF LENT 

COMMUNION 

March 7, 2021 

This week's service will be a LIVESTREAM Worship!! 

Simply click the link below just before 9:45am Sunday, morning! 

OR watch the zoom worship live through our Facebook page. 

PRELUDE Fugue no. 1 Barraine 

WELCOME Rev. Cheryl Kerr 

HYMN Take My Life   Havergal/Malan 

(Hymn music & lyrics at the bottom of this page) 

CONFESSION and ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

Centering and Calming Divine Breath of God, 

You gifted us with amazing minds, capable of so many things. You gave us the ability to 

think and feel, imbuing us with discernment of thought and emotion.  Like our physical 

bodies, sometimes this aspect of our selves is beleaguered.  

We struggle under the strain of disappointment, despair, and delusion. Too often we 

hide this, afraid of what others might think of our difficulties in managing or moving 

forward, even in the face of devastating circumstances.  

Too often we perpetuate the stigma of a less-than-perfect state of mind by shaming 

ourselves and others. 

Millennia of misunderstanding compounds our fear. 

We label and belittle, all the while turning the hatred upon ourselves, for no one is 

immune from troubles of the mind at some point.  

So many are suffering now, God, weary and distraught, grieving and at the end of their 

rope. We cannot fathom the proportions of loss and so we look away, sometimes even 

from the need in our own community. 

Help us, Healer. 

Show us our capacity for compassion. 

Forgive our inattention. 

Move us to move  

one step at a time toward greater care for one another. 

In this silence, we sense and acknowledge our yearning for wholeness. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81713290671


Silence 

 

Know this: You are accepted.  

No. Matter. What. 

Accepting the truth of our difficulties is part of the journey of recovery. 

Sharing our stories of difficulty can open the way for healing. 

For you, for me, for all. 

 

Take a deep breath in to let this truth fill you…  

and breathe out with the relief of assurance. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE 

 

SCRIPTURE  

Matthew 9: 27-33                                                                                                Claire Houston 

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly, “Have mercy 

on us, Son of David!” When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus 

said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” 

Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you.” And 

their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them, “See that no one knows of 

this.” But they went away and spread the news about him throughout that district. After 

they had gone away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to him. And when the 

demon had been cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were 

amazed and said, “Never has anything like this been seen in Israel.” 

 

ANTHEM                                                     No Time                                                  Brumfield  

 

SERMON                                          Clarity Beyond Duality                Rev. Cheryl Kerr 

 

COMMUNION 

 

INVITATION 

Leader: God brought us to this table, a place safe from human slaveries.  In entering into 

this sacred space we recommit ourselves to the law  and commandments: 

 

Gretchen: We shall not treat our traditions like gods, or make idols of a particular Bread 

and Cup. 

 

Nancy Clegg: We will not imply that a sacrament shared at a kitchen table is less real 

than any other, for that is to misuse God’s name. 

 

Judy Raymond: We remember that this virtual experience is worship, and keep it holy. 

Just because we can turn off our video to retrieve laundry to fold, and then fold it, we 



don’t. Working twenty-four-seven ignores God’s recognition for a time of rest, and there 

is no beatitude ‘Blessed are the multitaskers.’ 

 

Don Massey:  This virtual time is a sabbath to God. This sacrament’s consecration is in 

the story that stretches back to beyond the light years of light years. 

 

Cedric Kam:  We honor the communion of saints and name the ones precious to each of 

us personally, and then acknowledge those we do not know who have passed into grace, 

especially those who do not look like us, speak our language, love as we love, worship as 

we do – for their heritage is our heritage and the future of their children is our future. 

 

Leader:  We set down this sacred offering, confessing our complicity in things that kill, 

that betray, that steal and committing to a reconciliation as real as this Bread and Cup. 

 

Elizabeth MacNamee:  We will not bear false news of our neighbors, or share, re-post, 

re-tweet it, nor will we doom scroll God’s Spirit within us. 

 

Jack Writer:  We will not covet last year’s service or next year’s service. We will not covet 

sung kyries and glorias or the simplicity of “Let Us Break Bread Together,” in a time 

when we do not sing. We will not covet another community’s sophisticated technical 

platform or the homeyness of a pastor’s dog barking. We will not covet any other 

experience of the Body of Christ or the Cup of Blessing than the one we are sharing now. 

 

WORDS OF REMEMBERING 

 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION (from Psalm 19) 

Leader: O God, the sky speaks your glory and deep space your creation. Daybreak 

announces hope and starlight sings rest in a language that needs no translation but joy. 

Nothing is hidden from you, and you make no barriers for human understanding. We 

are revived, enlivened, warned and comforted. Beyond even the bright and sweet 

parables of our lives, you free us from definitions of relationship based in dominion and 

being dominated and you lead us to words of reconciliation and grace. So reconciled, we 

pray – 

ALL:  Let the Bread of our mouths and the Cup upon which our hearts 

meditate, be acceptable to you, O God, at this ordinary table and in our lives 

of redeeming. Amen 

 

SHARING OF ELEMENTS 

Leader: Let us at many tables receive the gift of God, the Bread of Heaven. 

All: We come to Christ in the Bread we share. 

(all eat the “bread” together now) 

Leader: Let us in many places receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. 

Unison: We come to Christ in the Cup we share. 



(all drink the “cup” together now) 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

O Holy One, we come to you with our weariness and hope. We thank you for 

the rest and strength of this Communion so that we may re-turn our tables 

to service in the world and hear your words of guidance every day and every 

night through Christ who has taught us to pray, saying … 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Rev. Cheryl Kerr 

 

POSTLUDE                                      Jesus Remember Me                                              Taize 

 

 



 


